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June 15th , 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

Research suggests that students lose approximately two and a half months worth of 
learning in math over the summer.   Without regular practice, math proficiency decreases, leaving 
students in a worse position when they return to school in the fall than they had left in June.  
Summer assignments in the past were typically completed by most students either immediately 
after the school year ended, or right before the new school year begins, defeating the goal of 
regular practice.  With this in mind, our summer mathematics assignments for students entering 4th 
grade through Algebra II have been updated to encourage practice over the entire summer. 

 
The math summer assignments will be broken down into four windows, where students will 

need to complete a set number of tasks within each window.  This will ensure students are 
practicing for some time during every fifteen day period over the summer, reducing the summer 
slide.  We will incorporate a resource we use during the school year, IXL.com, as the core of our 
summer assignments in order to achieve this goal.  This will allow us to run reports detailing when 
assignments were completed and also student proficiency in the skills attempted.   Additionally, IXL 
provides instant feedback to students when their answers are incorrect, which we are not able to 
do with paper and pencil packets. 

 
While there are many positives to using an online program, technology brings new 

challenges as well.  In order to provide opportunities for all students to succeed, we will offer 
summer IXL hours where students can work on their assignments, the schedule for which is 
included in the following pages (please check the district webpage over the summer for any 
changes to that schedule).  Additionally, students have the option of using the computers in the 
Keyport Public Library to complete their work.  Please see their webpage for information on hours 
and internet usage. 
 

We believe these changes will better prepare students for success in the new school year.  If 
you have any questions about the summer mathematics assignment, please feel free to contact me 
via email at sslater@kpsdschools.org, using “Summer Math Assignments” as the subject line. 
 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Stephen Slater 

Supervisor of Mathematics, Economics, & Assessment 
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